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ie The avard by Bisharah Khuri, President of. tha Lebaness Republic, of the 
decoration "Lebanese Order of Merit, Exceptional Glass," to Goneral Frence 
was entirely owing te the offer of orms and amiunition made by the Irence 
Government of Spalu to the Arab countries. The decoration waa to be pro- 
rented to Franco in Madyid by the Lebanese Charge. d'Affairos in Spain, 
Salomali. - 


ée In return Franco granted the Grand Gross of Charles LIT to President Khuri. 
The trip which the Minister of Spain in Caira, Alonso Caro y del Arroyo, made 
to Beirut in duly, had os its object the presentation of the Franco decoration 
to President Khuri . 


30 Caro's trip te Beirut ooincided with the presence in that capital of a special 
envoy of Franco's, ‘he arrival of. both Franco mon in Lebanon was the result of 
the offer of arms to the Arab states by Spaine Not only Lebanese authoritios 
were totake part in the neceuset) lors, but also representatives of the Arab 
League o , 


4 It had been planted ° cheb other Socom were te be granted to Preneco by 
Arab states, and it. was acresd befershand tiat the sccond one was to be from 
Syria. This sories of dcdorations’ “Wass Feqnested by the Spanish Iinistry of 
Foreign Affairs at the time thet the offer of arms was nade, ag the Ministry 
claimed thet such superior sorvice to the Avabs "required that they honor the 
25X1A pergon of Franco as Be deserved, for his generosity and his love of the Arab 
cause in Palestinee" Comment. Date of this offer not otherwise 
speci fied. ) =< 


5+ The Frenca represontabives. let it be understood by the deleretes of the Arab 
League that, in spite of the strongest desires of Franco to supply the arms 
end ammunition offered,. there. were very serious reasons for delaying consum= 
mation of the deal...One of ho. rersons given was.a throat of trouble with 
Great Britain if Spain should supply arn to the Arebe, which threat, according 
to them, had boon fulfilled oy “the pollapae of the present Anglo-panish 
commarcial AErECMaN’ »” Si tae 
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In spite of the efforts of the Arab delegates to devolop methods by whieh 
Spain might deliver the arns offerad, thay did not succeed in obtaining 
any firm, concrete promise from the Franco representatives. 


the delivery of the anus and amamition ws deferred by Francota represene 
tatives to an indefinite date. Their only prouise was to carry to Madrid 
the plans worked out by the Arabs for secret aud efficiont delivery of ‘the 
ATMA « 


AS a consequence, the delegates of the Arab League steted to Frencets 
representatives that the award of the ronaining Arab decorations would be 
suspended until the question of the arms deal wae solved and the wiilingnsss - 
of Spain to deliver tho goods becane BPPALS Bo 
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